
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Better Start Bradford Innovation Hub- Language and Communication Workstream 
 
About the Language and Communication Workstream 

 
Language and communication are broad terms that denote a wide range of skills that we use to interact 
with each other. Children’s learning about language begins even before they are born, when they hear their 
mother’s voice in the womb, and continues from birth. Becoming a successful communicator is a long 
process, and one that requires large amounts of input from adults. Parents and carers play a vital role in how 
much and how well a child learns to talk, and children who hear lots of language and speak to attentive and 
reactive adults go on to have better communication skills when they are older. Language skills also 
form the basis for other important areas of a child’s development, including their social and emotional well- 
being and their school readiness. Children who start school with oral language difficulties are at risk of 
struggling to keep up with the school curriculum, and children from more deprived backgrounds are at 
particular risk of language weaknesses. With this in mind, the focus of the Language and Communication 
workstream is to consider the design, implementation, and evaluation of interventions to support children’s 
early language development as a solid foundation for literacy development and school achievement. Within 
the Better Start Bradford (BSB) interventions, interventions that focus on children’s language and 
communication provide information and support for parents to help them improve their language 
interactions with children, to develop positive home learning environments, and to encourage parents to 
engage in early literacy activities such as shared book reading. The effectiveness of these interventions will be 
evaluated using a variety of methodologies, and will focus both on the suitability of the programmes for the 
Bradford population as well as their impact on parents and children. 

 
People 

 
    Lead:  Dr Claudine Bowyer-Crane (University of York) 

    Research Fellow: Dea Nielsen (University of York)  

    Steering group:  Dr Anna Weighall (University of Leeds),  Dr Silke Fricke (University of Sheffield),  Dr 
Gill Waters (University of Bradford);  Dr Lorna Hamilton (York St John University) 

 

Contact: 

 
    Dea Nielsen (dea.nielsen@york.ac.uk) 

 
Relevant links 

 
     Words for Life – Information about children’s language development, including links to research and 

activities for parents 
 Talk to your baby – The National Literacy Trust’s project to support literacy in children, with information for 

practitioners 
     Talking point – A resource for information about children’s communication milestones, with specific 

information for parents and professionals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.york.ac.uk/education/our-staff/academic/claudine-bowyer-crane/
https://www.york.ac.uk/education/our-staff/academic/dea-nielsen/
http://medhealth.leeds.ac.uk/profile/1300/525/anna_weighall
https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/hcs/staff/fricke
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/social-sciences/staff-profiles/psychology/gill-waters.php
http://www.bradford.ac.uk/social-sciences/staff-profiles/psychology/gill-waters.php
http://www2.yorksj.ac.uk/health--life-sciences/faculty-of-hls/staff-contact-details/psychology-staff/lorna-hamilton.aspx
mailto:nielsen@york.ac.uk
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/
http://www.literacytrust.org.uk/talk_to_your_baby
http://www.talkingpoint.org.uk/

