LWONDER
School Briefing #6

e AR v

NHS

Bradford Teaching Hospitals

NHS Foundation Trust

Safety and Crime Findings

The Born in Bradford Age of Wonder study surveyed over 13, 000 young people aged 12-15 across Bradford's
secondary schools about how safe they feel, and about their experiences of crime and policing. Your school's
participation made these important findings possible. The findings are based on data collected over 2023~

2025 academic years.

Key findings
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Feelings of safety at school have
declined over time, reflecting a wider
national trend: 63% reported feeling
safe all or most of the time, while 26%
felt safe only some of the time and 12%
almost never or never felt safe.

Most pupils feel safe travelling to and
from school: 81% rated their safety as
good or very good, 16% said it was OK,
and just 3% reported poor or very poor
safety.

Girls and Pakistani British pupils
report lower feelings of safety: Around
13% in both groups said they almost
never or never feel safe at school, higher
than other pupil groups.

Experiences of violence are lower
than perceived risk: While concerns
about safety were common, only 8% of
pupils reported being a victim of
violence in the past year, compared
with a national estimate of around 20%.
Boys (11%) and White British pupils
(10%) were most likely to report
victimisation.

Trusted adults and supportive
relationships matter: Interviews
highlighted that pupils often felt safest
when around friends, family, teachers,
and other trusted adults.

Why this matters

Schools should play a role of "safe space”, but still,
many don't feel safe there, particularly for girls and
for Pakistani British pupils.

Next steps For schools
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Contact us

Telephone: 01274 274474
Email: ageofwonder@bthft.nhs.uk
[ BiBAgeofWonder [=]

Review how safety is monitored and reported
within school

The gap between perceived and actual safety
suggests many pupils are carrying concern that
staff may not be aware of. Anonymous pupil
feedback mechanisms and regular wellbeing
check-ins can surface this earlier.

Invest in trusted adult relationships
Whether through pastoral staff, school
counsellors, or partnerships with youth
workers, the evidence is clear that known,
accessible adults reduce fear and can help
students feel safer.

Share these findings with students.

Young people participated in this research and
deserve to know what it found. Sharing results
reinforces that their voices matter.

Thank you to the schools and students for their ongoing participation!

Reference: Born in Bradford: Age of Wonder, in partnership with Bradford and Airedale Schools. Full paper: https://doi.org/10.12688/wellcomeopenres.25576.1
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